In the further remarks which I shall make, I shall draw from these two sources.
It is possible to form some kind of classification of the cases contained in these records.
There is a certain number in which the obstruction was due to Chronic Peritonitis usually of old standing. [IV, 38] . Distension and ulceration of large INTESTINE FROM IMPACTED FISH-BONES.?A portion of the transverse colon is preserved, and it is seen to be greatly distended, while the mucous membrane is continuously altered, being infiltrated and ulcerated; the wall is also thin in some places, but not perforated. The seat of obstruction was at the sigmoid flexure, there being here adhesion, thickening, and ulceration occupying 2 inches of the intestine ? viz., the lower part of sigmoid flexure; the ulcer was a circular one surrounding the intestine, and the adhesion to parts around was so great that it could not be separated without tearing. The affected part of sigmoid flexure was greatly displaced, being carried over to the right side, and adherent near the right cornu of the uterus. In connection with the condition of the intestine, two small pieces of blackened fishbone were found?one of them certainly outside the intestine, and the other stated to be inside.
The condition of the intestine shown in the preparation affected the whole large intestine above the sigmoid flexure, and also the last part of ileum.
The patient was a woman, aged 47, who had complained for some months of severe abdominal pains, followed by constipation.
Case (The Discussion will appear in our next Number.)
